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V - Of the Holy Ghost

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory, with the 

Father and the Son, very and eternal God.



V - Of the Holy Ghost

One substance 
with three Persons 
differentiated only by their relations of origin



V - Of the Holy Ghost

ARTICLE I - There is but one living and true God, 
everlasting, without body, parts or passions; of infinite 
power, wisdom and goodness; the Maker and Preserver of 
all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this 
Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power 
and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.



V - Of the Holy Ghost

ARTICLE II – The Son, which is the Word of the Father,
begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and 
eternal God, and of one substance with the Father … 
[continues with the Son’s missions]



V - Of the Holy Ghost

ARTICLE V - The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, is of one substance, majesty and glory, with 
the Father and the Son, very and eternal God.



V - Of the Holy Ghost
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all ages, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made…
And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified

The Nicaean Creed



V - Of the Holy Ghost

The Historical Understanding



V - Of the Holy Ghost

One substance 
with three Persons 
differentiated only by their relations of origin



V - Of the Holy Ghost

ARTICLE V - The Holy Ghost, … is of one substance, 
majesty and glory, with the Father and the Son, very and 
eternal God.



V - Of the Holy Ghost
“…according to the scriptures, Father and Son and 
Holy Spirit in the inseparable equality of one 
substance present a divine unity: and therefore 
there are not three gods but one God; although 
indeed the Father has begotten the Son, and 
therefore he who is the Father is not the Son; and 
the Son is begotten by the Father, and therefore 
the Son is not the Father; and the Holy Spirit is 
neither the Father nor the Son, but only the Spirit 
of the Father and of the Son.”

De Trinitate, Augustine 1.2.7



V - Of the Holy Ghost
Do you not know that your bodies are members 
of Christ Himself? … Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? … honour 
God with your body.

Could anything be more insanely sacrilegious 
than to have the effrontery to call the members 
of Christ the temple of a Creature who is inferior, 
in these people’s opinion, to Christ Himself?
1 Corinthians 6.15, 19, 20 | De Trinitate, Augustine, 1.2.13



V - Of the Holy Ghost

It was not however this same three … that was born of the 
virgin Mary, crucified and buried … (etc.) ... but the Son alone. 
Nor was it this same three that came down upon Jesus in the 
form of a dove at His baptism … (etc) … but the Holy Spirit 
alone. Nor was it this same three that spoke from heaven, ‘You 
are my son’, either at his baptism by John (Mk. 1.11), or on the 
mountain … (etc) but it was the Father’s voice alone although 
just as the Father and Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable, so 
they do their work inseparably”
De Trinitate, Augustine, 1.2.7



V - Of the Holy Ghost

It was not however this same three … that was born of the 
virgin Mary, crucified and buried … (etc.) ... but the Son alone. 
Nor was it this same three that came down upon Jesus in the 
form of a dove at His baptism … (etc) … but the Holy Spirit 
alone. Nor was it this same three that spoke from heaven, ‘You 
are my son’, either at his baptism by John (Mk. 1.11), or on the 
mountain … (etc) but it was the Father’s voice alone although 
just as the Father and Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable, so 
they do their work inseparably”
De Trinitate, Augustine, 1.2.7



V - Of the Holy Ghost

The Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from 
everlasting of the Father, …

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
…

Articles II & V



V - Of the Holy Ghost

When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 
Father, he will testify about me.
We have not received the spirit of the world by the Spirit 
who is from God, that we may understand what God has 
freely given us.

John 15.26 | 1 Corinthians 2.12



V - Of the Holy Ghost

“Although the Greeks (Eastern) ought not to 
have been charged with heresy on account of 
their opinion, nor ought it to have been the 
occasion of Schism arising or continuing, still 
the opinion of the Latins (Western) may be 
properly retained as more agreeable to the 
words of Scripture and the truer.”

Francis Turretin, Institutes of Elenctic Theology, 1.31.5



V - Of the Holy Ghost
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation. For prophecy never had its 
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.
 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He 
will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He 
will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking 
from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the 
Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine 
and make it known to you.”
1 Peter 1.20-21 | John 16.12-15



V - Of the Holy Ghost

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.

2 Timothy 3.16



V - Of the Holy Ghost

“God within me prompting me to believe in God 
manifest in Christ, enabling me to approach the 
Father.”

Oliver O’Donovan, On the Thirty Nine Articles: A Conversation with Tudor 
Christianity, 44.



V - Of the Holy Ghost

OF GRACE: The grace of Christ, or the Holy 
Ghost by Him given, doth take the stony 
heart away, and giveth an heart of flesh.

Article 10, The Ten Articles



V - Of the Holy Ghost
…we do not distort the word of God … For God, who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” made His light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will 
put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful 
to keep my laws.

2 Corinthians 4.2; 6 | Ezekiel 36.26-27



V - Of the Holy Ghost

What reason is there for robbing of His share of glory Him 
who is everywhere associated with the Godhead? … For 
there is not even one single gift which reaches creation 
without the Holy Spirit.

Basil the Great, On the Holy Spirit 34.54



V - Of the Holy Ghost

[Islam] and Buddhism have their ideas, their sacred books, 
and even their founders, but it is only in Christianity that 
God is made real to men … this is a characteristic mark in 
Christianity, since only therein is religion realised as a 
matter of personal communion with the Deity.

W. H. Griffith Thomas, The Principles of Theology: An Introduction to the Thirty-Nine Articles, 98–99.



V - Of the Holy Ghost

…in the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes

Romans 1.17



V - Of the Holy Ghost

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of 
one Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12.13; c.f. Acts 2



V - Of the Holy Ghost

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory, with the 

Father and the Son, very and eternal God.
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