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Canon A5 
The doctrine of the Church of England is grounded in the 
holy Scriptures, and in such teachings of the ancient Fathers 
and Councils of the Church as are agreeable to the said 
Scriptures.

In particular such doctrine is to be found in 
• the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, 
• the Book of Common Prayer, 
• and the Ordinal.



Articles 1-5: 
 What is God like?

Articles 6-8: 
 How do we know what God is like?



Hebrews 1:1-2

1 In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 
prophets at many times and in various ways, 
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, 
and through whom he made the universe.











2 Timothy 3:14-16

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have become convinced of, because you know those from 
whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.



“If archaeologists discover 
one of Paul’s lost letters, 
should it be considered 

part of Scripture?” 



Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation:
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. 
In the name of the holy Scripture we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church.



Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books.
Genesis    The First Book of Chronicles
Exodus     The Second Book of Chronicles
Leviticus    The First Book of Esdras (Ezra)
Numbers    The Second Book of Esdras (Nehemiah)
Deuteronomy    The Book of Esther
Joshua     The Book of Job
Judges     The Psalms
Ruth     The Proverbs
The First Book of Samuel  Ecclesiastes or Preacher
The Second Book of Samuel  Cantica, or Songs of Solomon
The First Book of Kings  Four Prophets the greater
The Second Book of Kings  Twelve Prophets the less



Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

And the other Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth 
read for example of life and instruction of manners; but yet 
doth not apply them to establish any doctrine; such are 
these following:
The Third Book of Esdras  Baruch the Prophet 
The Fourth Book of Esdras  The Song of the three Children
The Book of Tobias   The Story of Susanna
The Book of Judith   Of Bel and the Dragon
The rest of the Book of Esther The Prayer of Manasses
The Book of Wisdom   The First Book of Maccabees
Jesus the Son of Sirach  The Second Book of Maccabees



Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly 
received, we do receive, and account them Canonical.



Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation:
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation.  - ie Scripture is enough!
In the name of the holy Scripture we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church. – ie Scripture 
can be trusted!



Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough
2. Scripture can be trusted



Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation:
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation.  - ie Scripture is enough!
In the name of the holy Scripture we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church. – ie Scripture 
can be trusted!





Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough

In essentials, unity.
In non-essentials, liberty.
In all things, charity.



Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough



Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough

2 Peter 1:21
Hebrews 4:12
2 Timonthy 3:14-16



Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough
2. Scripture can be trusted







Article 6: 
Of the sufficiency of the holy Scriptures for salvation

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation:
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be 
believed an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. 
In the name of the holy Scripture we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose 
authority was never any doubt in the Church. 



Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough
2. Scripture can be trusted
 
 “The Bible is not an authorised 

collection of books. 
 It is a collection of authorised books.”



Article 6: Implications

1. Stick to the Bible, not the Bible + …
2. Keep other disciplines in perspective
3. The Bible should inform all church 

activity
4. Trust that you don’t need the Bible to 

say more than it does!



Article 6:

1. Scripture is enough
2. Scripture can be trusted
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