
Welcome to



1 Timothy 2.1-10, p1191

This is the word of the LORD
Thanks be to God





Asking God to meet our 
needs by fulfilling His 

promises through the Lord 
Jesus Christ.



Calling on the name of your LORD

• Promises – the Bible’s teaching on prayer (Sept 14th)
• Petitions – postures and pointers of prayer (Sept 21st)
• Patterns – tips and ways to pray (Sept 28th)
• Pitfalls – warnings (Oct 5th)



Asking God to meet our 
needs by fulfilling His 

promises through the Lord 
Jesus Christ.



Pray on your own



• Lists



Daily: 
• Family; staff; secretaries and 

custodians, ill, grieving, important 
events, present problems, ministries, 
weekly worship, new believers, missions 
list

Weekly: 
• Ongoing ill, Personal requests from 

others, evangelism, spiritual warfare
• World, nation, personal life, needed 

personal qualities
• Christian leaders, pastors, upcoming 

ministries and vision
• Government

R. Kent Hughes,
Pastor and Author



“I’m the neediest spiritual 
person I know — at least I 
know my sins better than I 
know anybody else’s — so I 
pray about me a lot. “Have 
mercy upon me; convict 
me; kill me; change me; 
guard me; humble me; 
destroy those aspects of 
me.”

John Piper,
Pastor and Author



• Lists
• Meditate on Scripture



“My practice had been, at least for ten years 
previously, as an habitual thing, to give myself 
to prayer, after having dressed myself in the 
morning. Now… the first thing I did, after 
having asked in a few words the Lord’s blessing 
upon His precious word, was, to begin to 
meditate on the word of God, searching, as it 
were, into every verse, to get blessing out of it… 
The result I have found to be almost invariably 
this, that after a very few minutes my soul has 
been led to confession, … thanksgiving, … 
intercession, … supplication; so that, though I 
did not … give myself to prayer but to 
meditation, yet it turned almost immediately 
more or less into prayer. Thus when I have 
been awhile making confession [etc.] I go on to 
the next words or verse, turning all, as I go on, 
into prayer for myself or others, as the Word 
may lead to it.”

George Müller, 1805-1898
Evangelist



[God’s] divine power has given us everything we 
need for life and godliness through our 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory 
and goodness. Through these he has given us his 

very great precious promises, so that through 
them you may participate in the divine nature 
and escape corruption in the world caused by 

evil desires. 

For this very reason, make every effort to add to 
your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge… 

2 Peter 1.3-5



David reigned over all Israel, doing what was just 
and right for all his people. Joab son of Zeruiah 
was over the army; Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud 

was recorder; Zadok son of Ahitub and 
Ahimelech son of Abiathar were priests; Seraiah 
was secretary; Beniah son of Jehoiada was over 
the Kerethites and Pelethites; and David’s sons 

were royal advisers.

2 Samuel 8.15-18



Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal 
bodies so that you obey its evil desires. Do not 

offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments 
of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to 

God, as those who have been brought from death 
to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 
instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be 
your master, because you are not under law, but 

under grace.

Romans 6.12-14



• Lists
• Meditate on Scripture
• Liturgies
• Planning a time and place



If anyone should object that we 
are not always urged with equal 
necessity to pray, I admit it. And 

to our benefit James gives this 
distinction: ‘Is anyone among 

you sad? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing’ (James 
5.13) Therefore common sense 
itself dictates that, because we 
are too lazy, God pricks us the 

more sharply, as occasion 
demands, to pray earnestly.”

John Calvin, 1509-1564,
Pastor and Reformer



R. Kent Hughes,
Pastor and Author

“As to preparation for prayer, 
honest practicality is of greatest 
importance. Sometimes a man 
needs a shower and a shave. If 
you are into coffee like I am, a 
good cup of coffee is a divine 

cordial.”



“As for bodily gestures 
customarily observed in praying, 
such as kneeling and uncovering 

the head, they are exercises 
whereby we try to rise to a 
greater reverence for God.”

John Calvin, 1509-1564,
Pastor and Reformer



Until you see that life is war, you will 
not know what prayer is for.

John Piper
Pastor and Author



“My practice had been, at least for ten years 
previously, as an habitual thing, to give myself 
to prayer, after having dressed myself in the 
morning. Now… the first thing I did, after 
having asked in a few words the Lord’s blessing 
upon His precious word, was, to begin to 
meditate on the word of God, searching, as it 
were, into every verse, to get blessing out of it… 
The result I have found to be almost invariably 
this, that after a very few minutes my soul has 
been led to confession, … thanksgiving, … 
intercession, … supplication; so that, though I 
did not … give myself to prayer but to 
meditation, yet it turned almost immediately 
more or less into prayer. Thus when I have 
been awhile making confession [etc.] I go on to 
the next words or verse, turning all, as I go on, 
into prayer for myself or others, as the Word 
may lead to it.”

George Müller, 1805-1898
Evangelist



• Praying without ceasing (1 Thess 5.16-17)
• APTAT

• Apart from God you can do nothing
• Pray (Incline, Open, Unite, Satisfy)
• Trust in a specific promise
• Act
• Thank



Pray together



• Family
• Prayer Meetings

• See more of Christ
• “The more we share the Heavenly Bread between us, the more we shall all 

have.” (C.S. Lewis)
• “The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his 

brother; his own heart is uncertain, his brother’s is sure” (Deitrich Bonhoeffer)
• Receive God’s blessing – prayer meetings bless the world!

• “…if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 
them by my Father in heaven.” (Matt.18.19-20)

• “Now Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness …” After they prayed, … they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. (Acts 4.29-31)

• Intercession
• For all: Fight for joy
• For intercessors: Content & Collaboration



Questions



Prayer



Five Prayers of Promise (plus an extra one!)

• pray for forgiveness (1 John 1.9)
• pray to know God better (Ephesians 1.15-22; 3.18-19)
• pray for wisdom – i.e. to know how to live for God (Jas 

1.5-6)
• pray for strength to obey/love/live for God (Ephesians 

1.15-22; 3.14-15)
• pray for the spread of the gospel (Lk 10.2; Acts 5; Col. 4)
• “Come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22)
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