
Welcome to



James 4.1-10, p1215

This is the word of the LORD
Thanks be to God





Asking God to meet our 
needs by fulfilling His 

promises through the Lord 
Jesus Christ.



Calling on the name of your LORD

• Promises – the Bible’s teaching on prayer (Sept 14th)
• Petitions – postures and pointers of prayer (Sept 21st)
• Patterns – tips and ways to pray (Sept 28th)
• Pitfalls – warnings (Oct 5th)



Pitfalls: sin makes us 
arrogantly self-centred



• Do you pray?
• How needy do you feel?

• Wealth
• “Satisfaction”
• Detatchment



“I tell you, the ravens, the 
dogs, and other animals will 
rise up in judgement against 
you, for they, according to 
their kind, make signs, and a 
noise for something to 
refresh them when they need 
it; but you have not found it 
in your heart to ask for 
heaven, and now you must 
perish eternally in hell, 
because you would not pray.”

John Bunyan, 1628-1688,
Pastor and Author



• Do you pray?
• Beware comfort

• Desire more (Ps.1; Rev. 21)
• Fast from comfort

• Tech fast etc.



• Do you pray?
• Do you pray for the right things?

• Satisfying our own desires



Only one life, ’twill soon 
be past, Only what’s 
done for Christ will last.

C. T. Studd, 1850-1931,
Evangelist



• Do you pray?
• Do you pray for the right things?

• Grow in conformity to the Word – (pray the promises)
• pray for forgiveness (1 John 1.9)
• pray to know God better (Ephesians 1.15-22; 3.18-19)

• Hope, inheritance, power (Eph. 1)
• pray for wisdom – i.e. to know how to live for God (Jas 1.5-6)
• pray for strength to obey/love/live for God (Ephesians 1.15-22; 3.14-15)

• Stay awake (Luke 21.36)
• Love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, kindness, self-control etc. (Gal 5)

• pray for the spread of the gospel (Lk 10.2; Acts 5; Col. 4)
• Pray for Jesus to return (Rev. 22)



• Do you pray?
• Do you pray for the right things?
• Do you fight in prayer?



As never before, my will and I 
stood face to face. I asked my 
will the straight question, 
Will, are you ready for an 
hour of prayer?” Will 
answered, “Here I am, and I’m 
quite ready, if you are. So will 
and I linked arms and turned 
to go for our time of prayer. 
At once all the emotions 
began pulling the other way 
and protesting, “We are not 
coming.” I saw Will stagger 
just a bit, so I asked, “Can you 
stick it out, Will?” and Will 
replied, “Yes, if you can.” 



So Will went, and we got 
down to prayer, dragging 
those wriggling, obstreperous 
emotions with us. It was a 
struggle all the way through. 
At one point, when Will and I 
were in the middle of an 
earnest intercession, I 
suddenly found one of those 
traitorous emotions had 
snared my imagination and 
had run off to the golf course; 
and it was all I could do to 
drag the wicked rascal back. 



A bit later I found another of 
the emotions had sneaked 
away with some off-guard 
thoughts and was in the 
pulpit, two days ahead of 
schedule, preaching a sermon 
that I had not yet finished 
preparing! At the end of that 
hour, if you had asked me, 
“Have you had a ‘good time’?” 
I would have to reply, “no, it 
has been a wearying wrestle 
with contrary emotions and a 
truant imagination from 
beginning to end.’ 



What is more, that battle with 
the emotions continued for 
between two and three weeks, 
and if you had asked me at the 
end of that period, “Have you 
had a ‘good time’ in your daily 
praying?” I would have to 
confess, “No, at times it has 
seemed as though the heavens 
were brass, and God too 
distant to hear, and the Lord 
Jesus strangely aloof, and 
prayer accomplished nothing.” 
Yet something was happening.



For one thing, Will and I really 
taught the emotions that we 
were completely independent 
of them. Also, one morning, 
about two weeks after the 
contest began, just when Will 
and I were going for another 
time of prayer, I overheard 
one of the emotions whisper 
to the other, “Come on, you 
guys, it is no use wasting any 
more time resisting: they’ll go 
just the same.” That morning, 
for the first time, even though 
the emotions were still 
suddenly uncooperative, 



which allowed Will and me to 
get on with prayer 
undistractedly. Then, another 
couple of weeks later, what do 
you think happened? During 
one of our prayer times, when 
Will and I were no more 
thinking of the emotions than 
of the man in the moon, one of 
the most vigorous of the 
emotions unexpectedly 
sprang up and shouted, 
“Hallelujah!” at which all the 
other emotions exclaimed, 
“Amen!”



And for the first time the 
whole of my being – 
intellect, will, and 
emotions – was united in 
one coordinated prayer-
operation.

Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter
Australian Pastor and 
Evangelist



Calling on the name of your LORD

• Promises – ask the LORD to fulfil His promises in Christ
• Petitions – ask sincerely, confidently, and with humility
• Patterns – Wield lists, liturgies, postures and gatherings
• Pitfalls – fight sin in its various forms today



Prayer



Five Prayers of Promise

• pray for forgiveness (1 John 1.9)
• pray to know God better (Ephesians 1.15-22; 3.18-19)
• pray for wisdom – i.e. to know how to live for God (Jas 

1.5-6)
• pray for strength to obey/love/live for God (Ephesians 

1.15-22; 3.14-15)
• pray for the spread of the gospel (Lk 10.2; Acts 5; Col. 4)
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