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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Glve us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.



Bible Reading

Romans 10.4-13 (p1137)
1 John 4.1-6 (p1227)

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Why creeds?

« Why do you think?
e Two key reasons:

e confessingt he f aicanben@anggdort he f ai t h
eConfessing:

«“ i f congess with your mouth, ‘' Jesus is Lord,"’
heart that God raised him from the

eContendi ng:

« “test the spiritst o see whether they are fro
prophets have gone out 1 nto the wor
eliEey Spiri 't of SGCEhARNE:"" ( 1<givoriiNimed. o1



Why creeds?

 How many creeds does the Church of England recognise?

*The Apostl es’ creed: confessing
*The Nicene Creamdcormtoemmaissg ng
*The At hanasi an Creed: contendil n

« The Athanasian Creed:

meant to be rTeclited aroundrever.

enot s e do 1 Nt gL at St —dro heav esr *
unt i | toni ght |



The Athanasian Creed

Whosoever wishes to be saved

before all things it is necessary
that he hold the catholic faith,

which faith, if anyone does not keep it
whole and unharmed,

without doubt he will perish everlastingly.

Now, the catholic faith is this,
that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity,
neither confusing the Persons
nor dividing the divine Being.



For there 1s one Person of the Father,

another of the Son,

and another of the Holy Spirit,

but the Godhead of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit is all one,

their glory equal, their majesty co-eternal.

Such as the Father is, such is the Son
and such is the Holy Spirit:

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated,
and the Holy Spirit uncreated,;



the Father infinite, the Son infinite,
and the Holy Spirit infinite;

the Father eternal, the Son eternal,
and the Holy Spirit eternal;

and yet they are not three Eternals
but one Eternal,

just as they are not three Uncreateds, nor three Infinites,
but one Uncreated and one Infinite.

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty,
and the Holy Spirit almighty;

and yet they are not three Almighties

but one Almighty.



Thus the Father is God, the Son 1s God,
and the Holy Spirit is God,;

and yet there are not three Gods

but one God.

Thus the Father is the Lord, the Son i1s the Lord,
and the Holy Spirit is the Lord,;

and yet not three Lords

but one Lord.



Because, just as we are compelled by Christian truth
to confess each Person singly to be both God and Lord,
so are we forbidden by the catholic religion

to say, There are three Gods, or three Lords.

The Father is from none,

not made nor created nor begotten;

the Son 1s from the Father alone,

not made nor created, but begotten;

the Holy Spirit is from the Father and the Son,

not made nor created nor begotten, but proceeding.



So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three
Sons;

one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.

And in this Trinity there is no before or after,

no greater or less,

but all three Persons are co-eternal with each other

and co-equal.

So that in all things, as has already been said,

the Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity, is to be
worshipped.

He therefore who wishes to be saved
let him think thus of the Trinity.



Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation
that he should faithfully believe the incarnation of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, the right faith is that we should believe and confess
that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
1S both God and man equally.

He is God from the Being of the Father,
begotten before the worlds,

and he is man from the being of his mother,
born in the world;



perfect God and perfect man,

having both man’s rational soul and human flesh;
equal to the Father as regards his divinity

and inferior to the Father as regards his humanity;

who, although he is God and man,

yet he 1s not two, but one Christ;

one, however, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh
but by the taking up of humanity into God;

utterly one, not by confusion of human and divine being
but by unity of Christ’s one Person.



For just as the rational soul and flesh are one man,
so God and man are one Christ;
who suffered for our salvation,
descended to the realm of the dead,
rose again the third day from the dead,
ascended to heaven,
sat down at the right hand of the Father,

from where he will come to judge the living and the dead;
at whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies
and will give an account for their own actions,

and those who have done good will go into life everlasting
and those who have done evil into everlasting fire.



This is the catholic faith

which, if anyone does not believe
faithfully and firmly,

he cannot be saved.

Amen!
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Article VIII: “Of the Three Creeds”

« “THE Three Creeds, Ni ¢ eCneed, At hana reeds ' s
and that which is commonly called the Ap o s tClreeds °
ought thoroughly to be received and believed: for they
may be proved by most certain warrants of holy
Scripture.”

e The article answers two questions:

e Wh at are the three authori tati v
Exactly what authority do the C



The 3 Authoritative Creeds

 Apostles’, Nicene and Athanasian (in age order)

* Their names are inaccurate: the apostles didn’t write the
Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed wasn’t agreed at the
Council of Nicaea and Athanasius was long dead before
his Creed was written!

The Article acknowledges this i
whi ch i s ¢ ommo ApostlestCarleleedd” .t h e

*An entirely unreliable | egend h
each apostle wrote one | ine.of



The 3 Authoritative Creeds

- However, each faithfully represents the teaching held by
those named:

*The Apostl es’ Creed that of the

oilFh alEENEL. C ene Crieed “t h eVgEilEE O ON . Fa
NI caea and Chal cedon.

* IRIINCREEEEN A N a Sl N T e ed " fFhe st eeacolr
of Al exandri a who relent|l AsiBarya:
contra mundum”



The Apostles’ Creed (112 words)

 Dates to the 2Md century in its earliest form, before
becoming fixed in the 4™ century.

- [ts content was used to prepare baptismal candidates as
a summary of the apostolic gospel.

 In earliest times, it was verbal, not written:

SN AREETNIEEL. e a S ey (-1 me o f St A
committed to writing but sto
statement of reveal ed truth

e [t remains an excellent framework for catechism!






The Nicene Creed (222 words)

 Probably written by Epiphanius, Bishop of Salamis
(Cyprus) in 374.

- It reflects the teaching of the Councils of Nicaea (325) and
Constantinople (381).

« It 1s designed to define and defend the Bible’s teaching
about the Trinity and Christ’s incarnation.

 Associated with the celebration of the Lord’s Supper
since the 6™ century.



The Athanasian Creed (683 words)

e [s it a creed?

ERINRERSTESE 0 €. U mMern ISR 0 ~ T € aJd"|l v a
Ni cene Creed on the two great p
Lord’ s I ncarnati-bmorthag WH Gr i fth

e [ts length and polemical “bookends” made it unpopular
by the 18t century.
*Ameri can Angli cans ditched 1t o

- It remains a classic statement of biblical orthodoxy:.



The authority of the Creeds

« According to the Article, the Creeds “ought thoroughly to
be received and believed.”

* But why should we?

Because they are very ancient?
That 1 s true, but not enough: somet
Because they have the authority
*TThat 1 s also t“rue, "but sometimes “t
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The authority of the Creeds

« According to the Article, the Creeds “ought thoroughly to
be received and believed: for they may be proved by
most certain warrants of holy Scripture.”

* In other words, our ultimate authority is neither church
tradition nor church authority, but God’s word alone.

« Perhaps it’s clearer if we see the alternative ...



The authority of the Creeds

e The Ten Articles of 1536

*These were written when the Chu
away from the Pope’'s power , but

Preachers must, “.be lJUeREE and  des
MR e ¢ ¢ eeds”

|l n ot her words, both the Bi bl e
the church’”s tradition had a pa



The authority of the Creeds

 This is even clearer in Roman Catholic theology today:

SRR Yd e Rt e tREEaRe™ f U | and |1 v
preserved Iin the Church the apo.
successor s. They gave them t he!
AQURERINOREINE 7 v/ . ) o ...
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Il nterpretation of Revelation 1 s
certainty about all reveal ed tr

Both Scripture and Tradition mu:
with equal sentiments of8d®evot i



God’s Authoritative Word

« Canon A5:
*“The doctrine of t hsgroahdedia bhe o f
Holy Scriptures, and i n such teachings
and Council s wmsfaretagireealiidta the daid
Scriptures. | n particular such doctr

Thimtwyne Arti cl eThe Book oRCermnmon Prayer,
and the Ordinal 4



God’s Authoritative Word

 Canons Al-8:

SRR Y. RS .a'c crespRmserb| e o f 4t .1 8
positively taught I n Scripiteaot)
forbi dden by 11).

« So what is genuinely “Anglican theology”?

«e“Show us anything clearly set f
not teach, and we will teach 1t
teaching and practice that 1 s p
and we wil |l abandon i1t.” (Bisho



Questions




Collect for Trinity Sunday

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hast given unto us
thy servants grace, by the confession of a true faith to
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the
power of thy Divine Majesty to worship the Unity: We
beseech thee, that thou wouldst keep us stedfast in this
faith, and evermore defend us from all adversities, who
livest and reignest, one God, world without end. Amen.



The Evening Collect

Lighten our darkness, Lord:

and by your great mercy defend us
from all peril and danger this night;
for the love of your only Son

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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